
Exporting photovoltaic modules to the
EU

Are solar panels imported or manufactured in the European Union?

Solar panels imported or manufactured in the European Union are subject to various regulations, directives

and standards. Ensuring compliance requires that the solar panels meet certain technical requirements. In

addition, solar panels must be correctly labelled, documented, and tested.

 

What was the EU export value of solar panels in 2023?

The EU import values of solar panels and liquid biofuels in 2023 were much higher than the corresponding

EU export values which were EUR0.9 billionfor solar panels and EUR2.2 billion for liquid biofuels. By

contrast,the EU export value of wind turbines in 2023 (EUR2.0 billion) was much higher than the

corresponding value for imports.

 

Which country imports the most PV modules to Europe?

In addition to exports to Asia,it is noteworthy that the United States of Americastands out as the largest single

Extra-European importer of European PV hardware. Table 3. The imported and exported value

[EUR,millions]and the share [%]of PV modules and cells into Europe from third countries.

 

Does the EU have a competitive advantage in solar PV production?

When it comes to economic growth,it is difficult to expect solar PV manufacturing to provide a major

contribution,given that the EU has no comparative advantagein producing the existing generation of solar

panels,and it is not clear where any unrealised advantage might lie. Source: Bruegel based on Ignaciuk (2023).

 

Why is the PV market growing in the EU?

The PV market in the European Union (EU) has experienced remarkable growth,driven by the urgent need to

transition to renewable energy and enhance energy security. Solar energy has emerged as a cornerstone of

EU's strategy to achieve its climate goals and reduce dependence on fossil fuel imports.

 

Will solar power be a major engine of Europe's energy transition?

Solar power promises to be a major engine of Europe's energy transition. By 2030,European Union countries

aim to reach the target of almost 600 gigawatts 1 of installed solar photovoltaic (PV) capacity as set out in the

European Union's Solar Energy Strategy (European Commission,2022a) - up from around 263 GW today 2.

The practical experience and lessons learned will in turn generate valuable information for other countries to

prepare for large volume flows of EOL PV-modules and to enable targeted ...

In summary, exporting solar cells to Europe necessitates compliance with various certifications that reinforce

quality, safety, and sustainability. The CE marking, IEC standards, ...
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Looking ahead, several factors could influence the flow of Chinese PV modules to the EU. Shifts in the U.S.

trade policies following the 2024 elections could alter global supply ...

This article provides a picture of the international trade in green energy products of the European Union (EU)

for three products: wind turbines, solar panels and liquid biofuels. It compares ...

Summary: This guide explores the booming EU solar market, compliance requirements for photovoltaic

module exports, and actionable strategies to establish sustainable partnerships.

For Chinese solar panel manufacturers aiming to expand into Europe and the US in 2025, understanding the

logistics, certifications, and compliance requirements is essential. ...
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